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So, too, do the millions of people in
the fight against ALS—I recognize
them and the caregivers that take care
of them. They are unsung heroes as
well. Together, I know this is a fight
that we can win.

——————

POSTTRAUMATIC STRESS
AWARENESS DAY

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of Posttraumatic
Stress Awareness Day on Friday, June
27.

Approximately one in five veterans
that served in Iraq and Afghanistan has
been diagnosed with PTS, with many
also affected by other mental illnesses
and physical disabilities. All our vet-
erans deserve treatment, Mr. Speaker.

There is almost one veteran suicide
an hour. This is inexcusable. It is vital
that we recognize the invisible wounds
that are just as serious as the physical
ones.

The one-size-fits-all doesn’t always
work. That is why I am introducing the
creating options for veterans expedited
recovery act tomorrow that will pave
the way towards alternative treat-
ments for those suffering from PTS.

All options should be on the table to
treat our true American heroes, Mr.
Speaker.

I urge my colleagues to cosponsor
this legislation, and let’s get our vet-
erans covered.

————
IMMIGRATION REFORM

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to call the House to action.

On Friday, we will mark 1 year since
the Senate passed comprehensive im-
migration reform with broad bipartisan
support. We also mark 1 year of inac-
tion in this House, where we have not
even had one vote on immigration re-
form.

This is despite the fact that we have
had a House bill with 200 bipartisan co-
sponsors. This is despite the fact that
we have a House bill that 80 percent of
Americans support, and this is despite
the fact that hundreds of businesses,
including the U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce and a variety of religious orga-
nizations, are all calling for the same
thing: comprehensive immigration re-
form.

It is not just a moral thing to do, it
is the right thing to do for our econ-
omy, for public safety, and to reduce
our deficit.

The time is now.

I am asking House leadership today:
bring this bipartisan effort to the floor
for a vote.

———

HONORING ANNETTE LAMBERT

(Mr. DAINES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DAINES. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Vice Chairwoman An-
nette Lambert of the Assiniboine and
Sioux Tribes of the Fort Peck Reserva-
tion, who recently passed away.

Serving her people was Ms. Lam-
bert’s calling in life. Prior to her elec-
tion to the tribal executive board, she
was a businesswoman who helped pro-
vide services and jobs on the reserva-
tion.

She inspired the young men and
women to pursue higher education as a
volunteer member of the tribe’s higher
education board of directors and one of
the founders of Fort Peck Community
College, a tribal college in Poplar,
Montana.

Ms. Lambert will be greatly missed
by many. Her commitment to service
and leadership should not only serve as
an inspiration for her fellow tribal
members, but for all Montanans.

———

VOTING RIGHTS AMENDMENT ACT

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, we are
here today to celebrate two very dif-
ferent anniversaries. Fifty years ago,
we enjoyed the Freedom Summer and
the signing of the Civil Rights Act of
1964 that paved the way for voting
rights in this country.

Sadly, Mr. Speaker, 49 years later—
and 1 year ago today—the Supreme
Court gutted the Voting Rights Act,
saying that it was outdated and un-
justified.

Since this decision, we have seen
that the Voting Rights Act is needed
more than ever now before. From 2000
to 2013, there were a recorded 148 viola-
tions in 29 States, meaning 29 States
have actively tried to pass laws, such
as requiring a photo ID or cutting out
early voting, which limits access to the
ballot.

It is time we pass the Voting Rights
Amendment Act, of which I am a proud
cosponsor, and keep fighting until vot-
ing rights are reinstated in this coun-
try.

PROTECT STUDENTS FROM
FAILING INSTITUTIONS ACT

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, over the
last decade, we have seen too many for-
profit colleges deceive their students
and mismanage their finances, all
while reaping millions of dollars in
Federal funding.

It is critical that we hold institu-
tions accountable for delivering qual-
ity education, but we must also protect
the students who fall victim to these
schools and ensure that they don’t
have to live with the mistakes of the
college, should they close.

That is why I have introduced the
Protecting Students from Failing In-
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stitutions Act, which ensures every
student who was enrolled at a school
that closed the campus has the assur-
ance that their Federal loans will be
forgiven and their Pell grants restored.

Career Colleges of America, a for-
profit college with a campus in my dis-
trict in South Gate, abruptly closed
earlier this year, abandoning hundreds
of students, with tens of thousands of
dollars in student loan debt and no de-
gree to show for it. That is inexcusable,
and our students deserve better.

There have been instances of other
for-profit schools that have closed
across this country.

I am going to continue—and I hope
you do too—to work to protect hard-
working students in my district across
the country from these shameful preda-
tory practices.

———
ASK VETERANS ACT

(Mr. O'ROURKE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. O'ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, from
the day that I was sworn into office, I
have heard from the veterans that I
have the honor of representing that
while—when they can get into the VA
to seek care—the care is great and the
providers are wonderful, it is too hard
to get an appointment, and that ap-
pointment, once given, is often can-
celed.

The VA, on the other hand, was tell-
ing me something far different, that
there were no problems with wait
times.

To resolve the differences, we sur-
veyed the veterans themselves. What
they told us was that more than 36 per-
cent of the veterans that I represent
cannot get in to receive a mental
health care appointment. This is at a
time when we have 22 veteran suicides
every day in this country.

That is why I join my colleague from
across the State and across the aisle,
Mr. FLORES, to introduce the ask vet-
erans act, so that we do this in every
community and VHA district in this
country, so that veterans help us lead
the VA out of the crisis that we are
currently in.

We cannot trust the VA to tell us
how the VA is doing, but we can cer-
tainly trust veterans to do just that.

———

CONGRATULATIONS TO TIM DUN-
CAN OF THE SAN ANTONIO
SPURS

(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to pay tribute to one of my
hometown stars, Tim Duncan of the
San Antonio Spurs.

Tim is a five-time champion, a 14-
time all star, a two-time MVP, and a
three-time finals MVP. He grew up on
my home island of St. Croix, in the
U.S. Virgin Islands, and he graduated
from St. Dunstan’s Episcopal School
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